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SUBJECT: TIBET: DALAI LAMA'S REACTION TO NEW CHINA NEWS AGENCY 
STORY 

1 . MOST DELHI PAPERS CARRIED A BRIEF REUTERS ITEM ON MAY 2 
WHICH, CITING AS ITS SOURCE THE NEW CHINA NEWS AGENCY, QUOTED 
A "SENIOR CHINESE OFFICIAL" AS SAYING THAT CHINA WOULD WELCOME 
THE RETURN OF THE DALAI LAMA AND HIS FOLLOWERS. THE REUTERS ITEM 
WAS FROM HONG KONG AND DATELINED MAY 1. ACCORDING TO REUTERS, 
THE NCNA SAID THAT THE VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL PEOPLE S 
CONGRESS, NGAPO NGAWANG-JIGME, TOLD A VISITING JAPANESE DELE- 
GATION THAT THE DALAI LAMA S GROUP WOULD BE ACCOMMODATED IF THEY 
SINCERELY RETURN HOME AND STAND ON THE SIDE OF THE PEOPLE. 

NGAPO WAS QUOTED AS SAYING: "ALL PATRIOTS ARE WELCOME, WHETHER 
THEY COME FORWARD EARLY OR LATE. SO LONG AS THEY SINCERELY 
RETURN TO THE EMBRACE OF THE MOTHERLAND AND STAND ON THE SIDE 
OF THE PEOPLE, THE GOVT AND PEOPLE WILL CERTAINLY MAKE APPRO- 
PRIATE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THEIR WELL-BEING". 

2. THE DALAI LAMA'S OFFICE IN DELHI QUICLY ISSUED A RESPONSE ON 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MAY 2. THE PRESS RELEASE, CARRIED BY MOST DELHI PAPERS MAY 3, 

STATED THAT THE NCNA ARTICLE "ATTEMPTS TO PLACE WORDS IN THE 
HORSE'S MOUTH BY WELCOMING HIS HOLINESS THE DALAI LAMA TO RETURN 
TO TIBET". IT GOES ON TO STATE THAT "AFTER 18 YEARS OF RUTHLESS 
SUPPRESSION AND TOTAL VIOLATION OF FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS. IT 
NOW BOTHERS THEIR CONSCIENCE AND REVEALS THE ABSOLUTE FAILURE 
AND BANKRUPTCY OF THEIR EXPANSIONIST POLICIES, OF SUBJUGATION AND 
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COLONIALISATION OF THE TIBETAN PEOPLE". THE PRESS RELEASE CON- 
CLUDES BY APPEALING TO "THE NEW LEADERS OF CHINA FOR REASON, 

RATIONALITY AND MORALITY AND TO PUT AN END TO THE UNNECESSRY 
SUFFERING AND MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CHINESE AND THE TIBETAN 
PEOPLE". "WE ALSO APPEAL TO ALL FREEDOM-LOVING PEOPLE OF THE WORLD 
TO SUPPORT THE JUST AND HUMANE CAUSE OF HIS HOLINESS THE DALAI 
LAMA OF TIBET AND HIS PEOPLE". 

3. IN REPORTING THE REACTION OF THE DALAI LAMA'S OFFICE TO THE 
STORY, THE MAY 3 "INDIAN EXPRESS" POINTS OUT THAT NGAPO NGAWANG- 
JIGME "IS NOT ONE OF THOSE WHO CAN ENDEAR THEMSELVES TO THE 
DALAI LAMA", BECAUSE HE WAS ONE OF THE DALAI LAMA'S MINISTERS IN 
TIBET AND LATER WAS APPOINTED AS A MEMBER OF THE PREPARATORY 
COMMITTEE ON THE AUTONOMOUS REGION OF TIBET 
SCHNEIDER 
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